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Learning Support Policy

This is a copy of the policy published on the school website and in the staff handbook.  Specific advice and guidance for staff is provided in the staff handbook as is the procedure for referring a pupil for Learning Support.

Aim
Reigate Grammar School is an inclusive institution which embraces equal opportunities for all.  The aim of this policy is to enable those students who require additional support for their learning to enjoy equal access to the curriculum.

Definitions

This policy relates to all students formally identified as having Special Educational Needs (SEN) or Learning Difficulties and Disabilities (LDD).  The SEN Code of Practice 2001 states: 

Children have special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty which calls for special educational provision to be made for them.  Children have a learning difficulty if they: 

· have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age; or

· have a disability which either prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind provided for children of the same age in schools within the area of the local education authority.

Children must not be regarded as having a learning difficulty solely because the language or form of language of their home is different from the language in which they will be taught.

Special educational provision means educational provision which is additional to or otherwise different from, the educational provision made generally for children of their age.

Learning difficulties are defined as constraints or barriers which prevent access to the curriculum.  These may arise from factors within the student, but equally they can arise from factors within the learning environment.

Exceptionally able or gifted students and those for whom English is an additional language (except where BSL or an alternative sign system is the first language), do not fall within the definition of LDD although the school recognizes that these students may have particular needs that should be addressed.

Practice

This policy is designed to:

· Aid the identification of students with additional needs through the use of baseline testing, internal assessment and pastoral care, although the ultimate responsibility for identification and further testing lies with the parents; 

· Ensure that students with additional needs have access to a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum;

· Provide additional support through the Learning Support teacher/s as appropriate.

Identification of Learning Difficulties

· On application to the school, parents are expected to disclose any history of recognized learning difficulties or any formal assessment of such difficulties.

· Students take MidYIS tests in the 1st form and the Head of Assessment, together with the Head of Learning Support, identify any areas of concern.

· The Learning Support Department liaises closely with the English department with a view to identifying those students who have Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD) relating to reading, spelling and writing.

· If additional support is indicated, the Head of Learning Support will contact parents to discuss what assessment and/or provision might be suitable.   We aim to work in partnership with parents; it is vital that the views of the student and his or her parents are taken into account when considering what action to take.  The final decision on whether an identified student accepts learning support remains with the student and his or her parents. 

· Subject teachers may refer individual students to the appropriate Head of Section or Year.  The school will advise parents of suspected difficulties, as far as it can.  The Learning Support teacher can give individual help to students with difficulties although most of their lessons are spent in the whole class environment.

· Parents may also refer their son or daughter to Learning Support if they have concerns.

· Any further testing is the parents’ responsibility.  Parents may choose to consult a chartered Educational Psychologist or Specialist Teacher for a formal assessment.  The School will not meet any costs involved.  While the School cannot recommend a particular psychologist we can provide a list of suitably qualified professionals.

Register of Students with SEN/LDD

The Head of Learning Support manages the Register of Students with SEN/LDD.  The register lists those students who are deemed to need ‘additional’ or ‘different’ educational provision to the majority of other students in the School.  It will include those students who have a report following assessment by an Educational Psychologist, Specialist Teacher, GP, Occupational Therapist or other professional.  The register will not include those students who simply need to do extra work because they are academically weaker than their peers.

An electronic copy of the register is located in the staff area. It is updated on a termly basis.  Subject teachers should refer to the register and ensure that they are aware of those students they teach who have additional needs.  

Provision of Learning Support
All teachers are teachers of SEN/LDD.  As far as possible the School aims to meet the needs of students within the mainstream classroom.  The Head of Learning support provides teaching staff with advice on any special teaching requirements for each student who has had a formal, individual assessment. We recognize the Code of Practice’s emphasis that it is the responsibility of each teacher to plan and deliver lessons that meet the needs of all students in the class.  

For those students who require specialist input, Learning Support may be offered.  This may be one-to-one, paired or in a small group.  There is no additional charge for this support.  

Access Arrangements for Public Examinations

Applications for access arrangements are made by the Examinations Officer well in advance of the examinations.  In applying for such arrangements the School must support the request with documentary evidence (e.g. evidence derived from psychological assessment).  The final decision regarding the award of access arrangements lies with the examining board.  If an application is approved, the School will undertake to provide these arrangements and to inform the candidate and his or her parents.

Access arrangements commonly include additional time allowances or provision of technological support, e.g. use of a laptop computer.

A report will be sent home at the end of each year to provide feedback on progress made in the Learning Support lessons.

Statemented Students
Where a student has a Statement of Needs prepared by their LEA, the School will work with all relevant bodies to ensure that the provisions of the statement are addressed and, if necessary, IEPs will be prepared and enacted according to the relevant statutory requirements.  If required, the School will employ a Teaching Assistant to support a student in the classroom, at cost to either the LEA or the parents.

The Head of Learning Support will advise teachers on the particular needs of each student, recommend strategies for teaching and will assist the student wherever necessary.  The Head of Learning Support will also co-ordinate and attend Annual Review meetings.

Students with English as an Additional Language (EAL)

The School conducts its learning in English, and therefore expects that all students will be able to access the curriculum in English.  Where a student applies for admission to the School, the School may offer a place conditional on the student acquiring sufficient command of English (at no cost to the School) prior to taking up the place.

Gifted and Talented Students
RGS is an academically selective school, and therefore the vast majority of its pupils are gifted or talented in at least one area of school life.  The school’s policy is to give every pupil the opportunity to make the most of those talents and abilities, through challenging teaching, lesson-related activities outside the classroom, and the School’s extensive extra-curricular programme.
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